Applications of synthetic estimates to alcoholism and problem drinking.
This paper focuses on the application of synthetic estimation techniques to issues involving estimation of the prevalence of alcoholism and problem drinking. Demands for information led to the first use of synthetic estimation in this area. However, the experience of bringing that first application to fruition led to new uses where previously no attempt would have been made to develop information. Three examples are discussed briefly: estimating the relative prevalence among the States; identifying health manpower shortage areas; and calculating the need for service in a community.